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Introduction:

×Storm Chaser & Weather Consultant

×Storm chasing since 1998

×Weather -Ready Nation Ambassador

×Public Safety/Emergency Management

×Education from CoD & PSU



Typical Winter:

×Typical Winter from Dec to Mar

×Average snow fall: 36 -38"

×Average winter temperature: 27 -31 F

×Hazards: Heavy snow, strong winds ,

blizzards , extreme windchill, lake -effect 

snow , ice storms

×Some years much more active than 

others. La Nina & El Nino years vary



Local Storm Types:

×Synoptic Snows
×Panhandle Storms

×Gulf  Coast Storms

×Phasing Systems

×Alberta Clippers

×Lake Effect Snow

×Man made snow

×Generational Storms
×Groundhog Day 2011 & 2015



















What About This Year?

×El Nino: Warm Pacific Waters
×>90% chance of  occurring 

×Warmer Conditions: +5 -7 degrees

×Less Snowy Conditions

×Cool down late Winter?
×Very warm waters south Alaska

×Pattern blocking similar to years past

×Lot's of  uncertainty

×Overall: Warmer and Drier Conditions







Technology Resources:

×Phone Apps
×Radarscope

×Pykl3

×MyRadar

×iMap Weather Radio

×Red Cross App

×Online Resources
×National Weather Service Chicago

×Weather Prediction Center

×Illinois Storm Chasers













Forecasting Hints:

×Duration: The longer out, the higher

doubt

×Sources: Weather models, media, 

social media, National Weather Service

×Quality: Be careful who or what you 

believe! Most events are not as bad as 

they seem.

×Consistency: Multiple runs + multiple

models  






